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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2 and 4-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Otobe (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0010599). 

As to claim 1 , Otobe teaches a disclosing method for disclosing browsable 
information stored in a central apparatus in response to a request sent from a 
terminal apparatus connected to the central apparatus through a communication 
network (see page 1 , paragraph 1 ; and page 5, paragraph 64), comprising steps 
of: 

accepting headline information of the browsable information, authorized 
user infomnation of a user authorized to browse the browsable information, and 
storage location information of the browsable information (see page 1, paragraph 
6): 
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registering the accepted headline information and the authorized user 
Information in association with the storage location information (see page 1 , 
paragraph 5); 

receiving identification information for identifying a user, which 
identification information is sent from the tenninal apparatus to the central 
apparatus (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22); 

extracting the headline information and the storage location information 
based on the received identification information and the registered authorized 
user infomiatlon (see 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22); 

generating a document containing a hyperlink made up of the extracted 
headline information and storage location information (see page 3, paragraph 
25); and 

transmitting the generated document to the terminal apparatus (see page 
2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 2, Otobe teaches wherein: 

the accepting step further accepts limitation information for limiting 
browsing of the browsable Infomiation according to whether the request is sent 
through the communication network or through an auxiliary communication 
network different from said communication network (see page 1. paragraph 1); 
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the registering step registers the accepted headline information, limitation 
information, and authorized user information in association with the storage 
location information (see page 2, paragraph 22); and 

the extracting step extracts the headline information and the storage 
location information based on the received Identification information, the 
registered authorized user information, and the limitation information when the 
request is sent through the auxiliary communication network (see page 2, 
paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 4, Otobe teaches a disclosing system for disclosing browsable 
information (see page 8, paragraph 99), comprising: 

a central apparatus in which the browsable information is stored (see page 
2, paragraph 20); and 

a terminal apparatus, which is connected to the central apparatus through 
a communication network, for sending a request to said central apparatus (see 
page 1 , paragraph 1 and page 5, paragraph 64), 

wherein the central apparatus includes a processor (see page 2, 
paragraph 22 and page 6, paragraph 70) capable of performing operations of: 

accepting headline information of the browsable information, authorized 
user infomiation of a user authorized to browse the browsable information, and 
storage location information of the browsable information (see page 1 , paragraph 
6); 
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registering the accepted headline Information and authorized user 
information in association with the storage location information (see page 1 , 
paragraph 5); 

receiving identification information for identifying a user, which 
identification information is sent from the terminal apparatus to the central 
apparatus (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22); 

extracting the headline information and the storage location infomiation 
based on the received identification information and the registered authorized 
user Information (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22); 

generating a document containing a hyperlink made up of the extracted 
headline information and storage location information (see page 3, paragraph 
25); and 

transmitting the generated document to the terminal apparatus (see page 
2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 5, Otobe teaches wherein: 

the accepting operation is adapted to further accept limitation information 
for limiting browsing of the browsable infonnation according to whether the 
request is sent through the communication network or through an auxiliary 
communication network different from said communication network (see page 1 , 
paragraph 1); 



Application/Control Number: 10/026,458 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2175 

the registering operation is adapted to register the accepted headline 
Information, limitation information, and authorized user Information In association 
with the storage location information (see page 2, paragraph 22); and 

the extracting operation is adapted to extract the headline Information and 
the storage location Information based on the received Identification infonnatlon 
and the registered authorized user Information and limitation Infomriatlon when 
the request is sent through the auxiliary communication network (see page 2, 
paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 6, Otobe teaches a central apparatus, in which browsable 
information is stored, for disclosing said browsable Information In response to a 
request sent from outside, comprising a processor (see page 1 , paragraph 1 and 
page 5, paragraph 64) capable of performing operations of: 

accepting headline information of the browsable information, authorized 
user information of a user authorized to browse the browsable Information, and 
storage location Information of the browsable information (see page 1 , paragraph 
6): 

registering the accepted headline Information and authorized user 
Information in association with the storage location information (see page 1 , 
paragraph 5); 
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receiving identification information for identifying a user, which 
identification information is sent from outside (see page 2, paragraph 21 and 
page 2, paragraph 22); 

extracting the headline information and the storage location information 
based on the received identification information and the registered authorized 
user infomriation (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22); 

generating a document containing a hyperiinit made up of the extracted 
headline information and storage location information (see page 3, paragraph 
25); and 

transmitting the generated document to the outside (see page 2, 
paragraph 22). 

As to claim 7, Otobe teaches wherein: 

the accepting step is adapted to further accept limitation infomfiation for 
limiting browsing of the browsable information according to whether the request 
from the outside is sent through the communication networi< or through an 
auxiliary communication network different from said communication network (see 
page 1 , paragraph 1 ); 

the registering step is adapted to register the accepted headline 
infomriation, limitation information, and authorized user information in association 
with the storage location information (see page 2, paragraph 22); and 
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the extracting step is adapted to extract the headline information and the 
storage location information based on the received identification information, the 
registered authorized user infomnation, and the limitation information when the 
request is sent through the auxiliary communication network (see page 2, 
paragraph 21 and page 2. paragraph 22). 

As to claim 8, Otobe teaches a computer memory product, in which 
browsable information is stored and a computer program for disclosing said 
browsable information is recorded in response to a request sent from outside, the 
computer memory product (see abstract; page 1 , paragraph 1 , and page 2, 
paragraph 20) comprising steps of: 

causing a computer to accept headline infomiation of the browsable 
information, authorized user information of a user authorized to browse the 
browsable information, and storage location infomnation of the browsable 
information (see page 1 , paragraph 6); 

causing the computer to register the accepted headline information and 
authorized user information in association with the storage location information 
(see page 1 , paragraph 5); 

causing the computer to receive identification information for identifying a 
user, the identification Information is transmitted from outside (see page 2, 
paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22); 
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causing the computer to extract the headline information and the storage 
location information based on the received identification information and the 
registered authorized user information (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, 
paragraph 22); 

causing the computer to generate a document containing a hyperlink 
made up of the extracted headline information and storage location information 
(see page 3, paragraph 25); and 

causing the computer to transmit the generated document to the outside 
(see page 2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 9, Otobe teaches wherein: 

the accepting step cause the computer to further accept limitation 
information for limiting browsing of the browsable information according to 
whether the request from the outside is sent through the communication network 
or through an auxiliary communication network different from said communication 
network (see page 1 , paragraph 1 ); 

the registering step causes the computer to register the accepted headline 
information, limitation information, and authorized user information in association 
with the storage location information (see page 2, paragraph 22); and 

the extracting step causes the computer to extract the headline 
information and the storage location information based on the received 
identification information, the registered authorized user information, and the 
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limitation information when the request is sent through the auxiliary 
communication network (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 10, Otobe teaches a disclosing system for disclosing 
browsable infomiation (see page 8, paragraph 99), comprising: 

a central apparatus in which the browsable information is stored (see page 
2, paragraph 20); and 

a terminal apparatus, which is connected to the central apparatus through 
a communication network, for sending a request to said central apparatus (see 
page 1 , paragraph 1 and page 5, paragraph 64), wherein the central apparatus 
includes: 

acceptance means for accepting headline information of the browsable 
information, authorized user information of a user authorized to browse the 
browsable information, and storage location information of the browsable 
information (see page 1 , paragraph 6); 

registration means for registering the accepted headline information and 
authorized user information in association with the storage location information 
(see page 1 , paragraph 5); 

means for receiving identification information for identifying a user, which 
identification information is sent from tlie temriinal apparatus to the central 
apparatus (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22); 
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extraction means for extracting the headline information and the storage 
location information based on the received identification information and the 
registered authorized user information (see page 2. paragraph 21 and page 2, 
paragraph 22); 

generation means for generating a document containing a hyperlink made 
up of the extracted headline information and storage location information (see 
page 3, paragraph 25); and 

transmission means for transmitting the generated document to the 
terminal apparatus (see page 2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 1 1 , Otobe teaches wherein: 

the acceptance means is adapted to further accept limitation information 
for limiting browsing of the browsable information according to whether the 
request is sent through the communication network or through an auxiliary 
communication network different from said communication network (see page 1 , 
paragraph 1 ); 

the registration means is adapted to register the accepted headline 
information, limitation information, and authorized user infonmation in association 
with the storage location information (see page 2, paragraph 22); and 

the extraction means is adapted to extract the headline infomiation and 
the storage location information based on the received identification information, 
and the registered authorized user information and limitation information when 
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the request is sent through the auxiliary communication network (see page 2, 
paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22). 



As to claim 12, Qtobe teaches a central apparatus, in which browsable 
information is stored, for disclosing said browsable information in response to a 
request sent from outside (see page 1 , paragraph 1 and page 5, paragraph 64), 
comprising: 

acceptance means for accepting headline information of the browsable 
information, authorized user information of a user authorized to browse the 
browsable infomiation, and storage location information of the browsable 
information (see page 1 , paragraph 6); 

registration means for registering the accepted headline information and 
authorized user information in association with the storage location information 
(see page 1 , paragraph 6); 

means for receiving identification information for identifying a user, which 
identification information is sent from outside (see page 2, paragraph 21 and 
page 2, paragraph 22); 

extraction means for extracting the headline information and the storage 
location information based on the received identification information and the 
registered authorized user information (see page 2, paragraph 21 and page 2, 
paragraph 22); 



• 
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generation means for generating a document containing a hyperlink made 
up of the extracted headline information and storage location information (see 
page 3, paragraph 25); and 

transmission means for transmitting the generated document to the 
outside (see page 2, paragraph 22). 

As to claim 13, Otobe teaches wherein: 

the acceptance means is adapted to further accept limitation information 
for limiting browsing of the browsable information according to whether the 
request from the outside is sent through the communication network or through 
an auxiliary communication network different from said communication network 
(see page 1 , paragraph 1 ); 

the registration means is adapted to register the accepted headline 
information, limitation information, and authorized user information in association 
with the storage location infomiation (see page2, paragraph 22); and 

the extraction means is adapted to extract the headline information and 
the storage location information based on the received identification information, 
the registered authorized user Information, and the limitation Information when 
the request is sent through the auxiliary communication network (see 2, 
paragraph 21 and page 2, paragraph 22). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Otobe 
(U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0010599) in view of Buckland (U.S. patent 5.999,971). 

As to claim 3, Otobe does not teach wherein: 

the accepting step accepts first storage location information corresponding 
to a case where the request is accepted through the communication network and 
the second storage location information corresponding to a case where the 
request is accepted through an auxiliary communication network different from 
said communication network; 

the registering step registers the accepted headline information and the 
authorized user information items in association with the first and the second 
storage location information; and 

the extracting step extracts the headline information and the first storage 
location information, for which said first storage location information is set, based 
on the received identification information and the registered authorized user 
information when the request is sent through the communication network, and, 
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extracts the headline information and the second storage location information, for 
which said second, storage location information is set, based on the received 
Identification information and the registered authorized user Infomiation when the 
request is sent through the auxiliary communication network. 

Buckland . teaches apparatus and method for Identifying clients accessing 
network sites (see abstract), in which he teaches wherein: 

the accepting step accepts first storage location information corresponding 
to a case where the request is accepted through the communication network and 
the second storage location information con^espondlng to a case where the 
request is accepted through an auxiliary communication network different from 
said communication network (see figure 2, characters "200 and 202" and column 
5, lines 37-55); 

the registering step registers the accepted headline information and the 
authorized user information items In association with the first and the second 
storage location information (see figure 3, characters "314"); and 

the extracting step extracts the headline information and the first storage 
location information, for which said first storage location information is set, based 
on the received Identification information and the registered authorized user 
information when the request Is sent through the communication network, and, 
extracts the headline Information and the second storage location information, for 
which said second, storage location information is set, based on the received 
Identification information and the registered authorized user infomriation when the 
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request is sent through the auxiliary communication network (see figure 6, 
characters "602" and column 10, lines 1-12). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Otobe to 
include wherein: 

the accepting step accepts first storage location information corresponding 
to a case where the request is accepted through the communication network and 
the second storage location information corresponding to a case where the 
request is accepted through an auxiliary communication network different from 
said communication network; 

the registering step registers the accepted headline information and the 
authorized user information items in association with the first and the second 
storage location information; and 

the extracting step extracts the headline infomfiation and the first storage 
location information, for which said first storage location information is set, based 
on the received identification information and the registered authorized user 
information when the request is sent through the communication network, and, 
extracts the headline information and the second storage location information, for 
which said second, storage location information is set, based on the received 
identification information and the registered authorized user information when the 
request is sent through the auxiliary communication network. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
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art at the time the invention was made to have modified Otobe by the teaching of 
Buckland. because wherein: 

the accepting step accepts first storage location information corresponding 
to a case where the request is accepted through the communication network and 
the second storage location information corresponding to a case where the 
request is accepted through an auxiliary communication network different from 
said communication network; 

the registering step registers the accepted headline information and the 
authorized user information items in association with the first and the second 
storage location information; and 

the extracting step extracts the headline information and the first storage 
location information, for which said first storage location information is set, based 
on the received identification information and the registered authorized user 
information when the request is sent through the communication network, and, 
extracts the headline information and the second storage location information, for 
which said second, storage location information is set, based on the received 
identification information and the registered authorized user information when the 
request is sent through the auxiliary communication network, would enable the 
disclosing method to be more secure, because disclosing two types of browser 
information, one that has information open to the public and another that is kept 
secret from the public, provides the mechanism for the right user to access that 
information. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Belix M. Ortiz whose telephone number is 703- 
305-7605. The examiner can nomrially be reached on moday-friday 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on 703-305-3830. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned Is 703-872-9306. 

Any Inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-3900. 
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